
 
 
Minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting held on Wednesday `20th July, 2017 

at 7.30pm at The Glebe, Sutton. 
 
 
 
Present:      
 
Alan James (AJ)  - Haddenham 
Neil Harris (NH)  - Willingham PC 
Owen Mc Laughlin (OM) - Earith 
Jeff Nicholls (JN)  - Earith PC 
Brian Burpitt (BB)  - Earith 
Wendy Oldfield (WO)  - Earith 
Andy Bush (AB)  - Hilton HAT 
Margaret Shardlow (MS) - Hilton 
Lorna Dupre (LD)  - CCC 
 
 
1. Welcomes and Apologies 
 
Apologies have been received from Gareth and Pauline Wilson, Ashley Poulter, Christine Ward, 
Margaret Lumb, Sara Partridge, Mark Inskip and Penny Mayo. 

 
2. Appointment of Chairman for the Meeting 
 
3. Minutes and actions from the last meeting held on April 12th 2017 
 
Pending Actions: 
 

 

 Actions Pending Owner Comment 
1 Pollution monitoring in 

Cambridgeshire 
OM Follow up from meeting with Iain Greene 

 
No response as yet 

2 HCV Publicity Strategy AJ We should wait until we have something 
notable to publicise. (eg. Ely bypass)  
 
On agenda 

3 TRO Signage costs AJ Talk to Steve Dighton. A14 needs to be 
considered.  Unclear on how many junctions 
will be affected. 
 
On agenda 

4 A14 Diversionary routes LD LD had been chasing this missing information 
but CCC don’t seem to know as yet.  
 
On Agenda 

5 A14 Protection measures ML/AJ Discuss A14 village protection measures with 
Mike Evans 
 
On agenda 

6 BBC Cambs Interview OM Discuss with David Webster 
 
Not done 

7 TRO zone clarification ? Action from meeting on April 12th 2017 
 
On agenda 

 
The Minutes of the meeting held on April 12th 2017 were approved. 



 
 
 
4. Air Pollution 

• UK air pollution strategy documents – OM said that we had responded to the draft plan for 
reducing Nitrogen Dioxide levels which was published in May. Everyone agreed it was 
rubbish and merely tried to dump responsibility on to the local authorities. It was a plan to 
make a plan. 
AJ: How will this tie in with the government  response to Client Earth? 
 

• Pollution monitoring equipment  
 

BB: The SmartCitizen monitoring equipment will apparently be available in summer. The 
cost is estimated at about £150 for a unit.  
AB: Low-cost,  high-volume monitoring equipment is needed. Ian Lewis is working with the 
Smartcities project but it has all gone very quiet. He has also spoken to the Digital 
Greenwich group.   
 
AJ: A real problem is that the statutory measuring method is for continual monitoring for 2 
years. I guess there is a debate about how meaningful the results will be using this new 
equipment. 
 
OM: Are any villages putting up NO2 tubes?  
NH: The parish council in Willingham weren’t interested when the previous testing took 
place. They might be interested now because of the higher HGV numbers travelling through 
the village.  
 
AJ: We put some NO2 tubes up for short periods and had them analysed. East Cambs have 
said if you put them up they will administer them long term.  
 
Action : Send information on testing to JN and NH. 

 
NH: I have approval from the Willingham PC to attend this group. The B1050 is a primary 
link to the A14. When the A14 is closed the road in Willingham is completely blocked. We 
were aware that there would be an impact from Northstowe and have previously 
campaigned for a bypass.  
 
BB: We’ve been talking to CCC about getting a weight limit within ‘the Diamond’ formed by 
the Freight Advisory Route (A14, A10, A141, A142).  We have had meetings with CCC and 
they haven’t said no. The HCV put forward a detailed cost saving argument. 
 
AJ: We did a detailed study in all the villages. Police advised us that the HCV TRO 
exclusion should be ‘except for loading’. This pulls in lots of other villages including 
Willingham.  We are concentrating on the adverse health effects from traffic pollution and 
have closely followed the Client Earth campaign against the UK government.  
 
LD: Northstowe is being designated as a healthy town. This should give us some leverage. 
 
NH: Went to the Northstowe liaison meeting last night. There was a lot of ‘exemplar town’ 
bullshit. They have installed 20 traffic monitoring points but there are no figures post 2015. 
There are some documents relating to Northstowe which may be of interest. 
 
Action: NH to send the pdf docs to OM. 

 
AB: Send them an FOI request to get access to the raw traffic data.  
 
AJ: Hansen Lorries should be subject to restriction. Restrictions are placed on the 
construction company not the hauliers.  
 



 
 

There was some discussion of the Mick George approach which  puts a greater onus on 
hauliers to take responsibility for disturbance to communities. MG monitors his drivers very 
closely and has imposed 20mph speed limits through villages. 
 
MS: He’s also gathering statistics for the government. 
 

• CCC – local air quality projects 
 
LD: Air quality should be a corporate priority. They had wanted to engage with the districts 
and to encourage local air quality projects. A workshop was planned in April in April but this 
fell foul of the election purdah restrictions.  
Not sure if it going to happen now and whether CCC is still interested. I’ll pick this up to find 
if there is still an interest.  
Steve Caunt (CCC leader) may be interested in the distributed technology approach. 
 

• Air pollution class action 
 

AJ:  Client Earith are waiting for some suggestions on how to address the problem. There 
are a couple of things we haven’t done. We need to get the costs for the signage. My 
impression is that we are being side-lined by CCC. Their policy is to keep these roads open 
for Ely and A14 construction traffic. There has been a big increase in construction traffic 
recently.  CCC are not doing anything about it. WO came up with the suggestion to engage 
with Client Earth. We should ask them to help us with a class action. Pollution will go up 
when the A14 & Ely bypass are completed.  
BB: Steve Criswell was trying to get something written into the EC plan about TROs. 
LD: The biggest problem is that the responsibility has shifted to the Combined Authority and 
the  Mayor’s office. It is not yet  clear what is incorporated and what isn’t. The CA says this 
is an interim plan and there will be another in 18 months or so, with a consultation. 
Everything is getting bogged down in studies.  
AJ: Public Health is still the responsibility of CCC. 
LD: That’s why I’m pushing it into the health realm. Steve Criswell  is chair of a new 
committee (community and partnerships). We could approach him about this. Ian Bates has 
taken on the transport role. 
Action: Contact Client Earth and finalise the signage costs. 
 

5. East Cambs Transport Strategy 

• TRO zone clarification 
 
Steve Criswell’s s point was that the zone should be divided into sub-zones to stop rat 
running. 
AJ: We need to look more closely at the rules regarding TROs.  
NH: Have you talked to the police? 
AJ: Yes we have. That’s why we’ve gone for the zone idea with the ‘for loading’ restriction. 

 

• TRO signage costs 
 
Discussed already 
 

• Local Transport Plan responsibilities 
 
Discussed already.  

 
6. Cambridge Development Plan 

 
The development of Wyton has been postponed but Gifford’s Farm may be going ahead. We 
need to keep a close eye on this.  
 
 



 
 

7. A14 Update 

• Diversionary Routes & their Management 
 
ML was to update on this one. OM to get in touch. 
 

• Village Protection Measures 
 
AJ: haven’t seen any signage. For example, what happens when they shut the A14? 
MS: I have seen some signs. 
NH: There was gridlock in Willingham when the A14 was closed last week.  
AB: There is supposed to be no construction traffic through Hilton. But how do you identify 
them? Seen lots of Hansons vehicles. 
MS: There is a lot of stuff going through at night despite the night time ban . They are mostly 
coming from the St. Ives direction. We need to film it. 
AJ: Whose responsibility is this? Is it Highways England? 

 
8. Ely By-pass Update 

 
JN: The project has already been delayed by between 3 and 6 months. 
LD: The publicised reason is that they have to move an electricity cable. 
AJ: They’ve actually discovered the very soft ground. This will apply to the whole project.  
BB: Spoke to someone who worked on it. The hard ground is 20 metres down, much lower than 
was thought. 
AB: Had tackled Ian Bates on this.  
 

9.   Mick George Haul Road 
 

OM said that Mick George has plans for a haul road linking the B1050 just south of Somersham 
with the B1040 between Somersham and St. Ives. This route would considerably shorten the 
journey to St. Ives by cutting out Earith and the A1123. This plan has been mentioned to 
various bodies including Parish Councils but not sure if an application has been submitted. 

 
MS: Whose land is it on? OM said it seems to be all on land owned by Mick George. 
WO: Will other people be able to use it?  
OM: Not sure about that but MG wants the support of the HCV group if an application is made.  
AJ: One potential downside is that they might want to put houses next to it. 
BB: It could also mean more heavy traffic past the dangerous Mushroom farm junction on the 
B1040. 
Action:  OM to contact Joe Gossage for a progress report. 

 
 
10. AOB 

 
Earith Traffic Survey: 
 
BB presented the latest 24 hour traffic survey in Earith which took place on June 21st 2017. There 
has been a big increase in lorry traffic which is up 50% in comparison with last year’s figures. Most 
of the increase seems to be gravel and construction vehicles. The full set of data is appended to 
these minutes. 
 
The road surface in Earith is also breaking up.  
 
Publicity: 
 
WO: We ought to have someone to write things up for us . Perhaps invite a reporter to meetings.  
AJ: I have already asked Lesley Innes editor of the Ely Standard.  
LD: Pictures are best. But papers no longer have their own reporters. We need a volunteer. 
MS: We need one for every meeting.   
NH: Most of what’s said won’t inspire a reporter.  



 
 
AJ: If we do a press release we could give it to Lesley.  
WO: Would Mike Francis come to a meeting?  
JN: He might. 
 
 
Road Accident Statistics: 
 
There seems to be a general trend apparent in all branches of government whereby statistics 
and data needed to assess performance are getting harder to come by.  The quarterly and 
annual UK road casualty figures are compiled by police forces and analysed by the DfT. There 
is a fixed schedule for presentation of the reports throughout the year. The figures for 2016 were 
due to be released in June but the DfT website reported that they would not now be available 
until September citing unspecified difficulties. 

 
OM said this failure was a disgrace because the subject at hand was so serious. The annual 
figures for 2015 reported 2015 fatalities and 22137 serious injuries. This is not a trivial topic.  
 
A question regarding this failure was asked in parliament by Baroness Randerson.  
The question was; 

 
Department for Transport 
HL270 
Her Majesty's Government which agencies failed to report statistics on road casualties 
to the Department for Transport in time for the scheduled publication of Reported Road 
Casualties for October 2016 to March 2017; and what reasons were given by those 
agencies for their failure to report on time.  
 
Answered by: Lord Callanan  
Answered on: 13 July 2017  

The Department for Transport has postponed publication of its annual 2016 road 
casualty data until 28 September as a result of a delay in receiving final validated data 
from Transport for London (TfL), in particular the data which TfL receives and processes 
for the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS). The MPS data makes up around 15% of the 
road casualty dataset for Great Britain and therefore a significant component of the 
national total. 

The MPS implemented a new reporting system at the end of 2016, the Case Overview 
and Preparation Application (COPA) system. TfL has reported that, due to changes in 
the reporting of road casualty data by the MPS via the COPA system, it has taken 
longer than normal in providing TfL with the required data to ensure validation and 
finalisation. 

       
This is hardly a convincing explanation and perhaps a further question should be asked. 
 
Next meeting:  

 
Tuesday October 3rd. OM ask Mark Inskip to book the room. 



 
 

 
 
  


